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FUNDSAFFECTED: X GENERAL IMPACT: State & Local
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Summary of L egislation: (CCR Amended) Thisbill exemptsthe Attorney General from paying the small
claims costs fee. It also makes technical corrections.

Effective Date: July 1, 2002.

Explanation of State Expenditures:

Explanation of State Revenues:

Explanation of L ocal Expenditures: Thisbill could shift casefilings from the civil dockets of circuit and
superior courts to the small claims dockets of the Marion County Small Claims Courts, trial courts, and
potentially city and town courts. The Office of the Attorney General (AG) reportsthat it filesroughly 1,500
cases each year in circuit and superior courtsascivil plenary caseson behalf of claimants. Staff inthe AG’s
officeindicatethat cases could be resolved more quickly inasmall claimsdocket thanin acivil docket since
proceedings are less formal.

The effect that any additional workload will have onlocal courtswill depend on the existing capacity of the
courtsto process cases and the extent to which filings are dispersed among various courts with small claims
dockets.

Explanation of L ocal Revenues: Currently, the AG s Officefilesall casesinthecivil docket of circuit and
superior courtsbecausethe Office of the Attorney General isexempt under current law from paying thefiling
feein civil cases. The courtsin which these cases are filed receive no revenue for these cases. Courts with
small claimsdocketsto which these caseswould shift would not receive any revenuefromfiling fees. A civil
filing fee is $100 while the filing fee for asmall claims case is $35.
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State Agencies Affected: Office of the Attorney General.

L ocal Agencies Affected: Trial courts, Marion County Small Claims Courts, city and town courts.

Information Sour ces: Jennifer Thuma, Office of the Attorney General.
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